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Anesthesia Physical Status Modifiers (P1 - P6)  

Last Updated: 10/1/2025 Last Reviewed: 10/10/2025 Originally Effective: 1/1/2000
Last update includes payment policy changes, subject to 28 TAC §3.3703(a)(20)(D)?   No 

If yes, Texas Last Update Effective Date:  n/a   Policy #:  RPM032 

Scope 

Companies:  Moda Partners, Inc. and its subsidiaries & affiliates (All) Provider Contract Status:   Any 
Claim Forms:   CMS1500 & CMS1450 (paper and electronic versions)  Claim Dates:      All 

Reimbursement Guidelines 

A. Medicare Advantage plans. 
1. Effective for dates of service 7/1/2019 and following, no additional reimbursement will be made for 

modifiers P1 – P6. This is consistent with original Medicare which does not recognize Physical Status 
modifiers P1 – P6. 6  

2. Information for dates of service 6/30/2019 and prior has been archived. If this information is needed, 
please contact our Customer Service team, provide the relevant claim number and date of service and 
request the archived policy information. A 2019 version of this policy containing the archived information 
applicable to this time span will be obtained and provided to you. 

B. Medicaid plans. 
No additional reimbursement is given for modifiers P1 – P6. Reimbursement for modifiers P1 - P6 is bundled 
in the payment for codes 00100-01999. This policy is sourced to OAR 410-130-0368 – Anesthesia Services, 
which states: 

“(6) Reimbursement for qualifying circumstances codes 99100-99140 and modifiers P1-P6 is bundled in 
the payment for codes 00100-01999. Do not add charges for 99100-99140 and modifiers P1-P6 in charges 
for 00100 - 01999.” 5  

C. Commercial plans. 
1. Additional reimbursement will be allowed for certain physical status modifiers, which is the equivalent of 

additional anesthesia time at the fee schedule rate, as shown below: 

Modifier Modifier Description & Definition 

Physical Status 
Time Allotment for 
Reimbursement 

P1 A normal healthy patient None 

P2 A patient with mild systemic disease None 

P3 A patient with severe systemic disease 15 minutes 

P4 A patient with severe systemic disease that is a constant 
threat to life 

30 minutes 

P5 A moribund patient who is not expected to survive 
without the operation 

45 minutes 

P6 A declared brain-dead patient whose organs are being 
removed for donor purposes 

None 
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2. The submission of a physical status modifier appended to an anesthesia procedure code indicates that 
documentation is available in the patient’s records supporting the situation described by the modifier 
descriptor, and that these records will be provided in a timely manner for review upon request.   

3. Appropriate use of physical status modifiers: 
Appended to CPT codes 00100 through 01999 (anesthesia service/procedure codes). 

4. Improper use of physical status modifiers: 
a. Appended to CPT codes other than 00100 through 01999 (anesthesia service/procedure codes). 
b. Appending one of these modifiers for a situation other than the one described by the modifier 

descriptor. 
 

 

Definitions 

Acronyms/Abbreviations 

Acronym Definition 

CCI Correct Coding Initiative (see “NCCI”) 

CMS Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

CPT Current Procedural Terminology 

HCPCS Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (acronym often pronounced as "hick picks") 

NCCI National Correct Coding Initiative (aka “CCI”) 

NHIC National Health Information Center 

OAR Oregon Administrative Rules 

OHA Oregon Health Authority 

RPM Reimbursement Policy Manual (e.g., in context of “RPM052” policy number, etc.) 

Modifier Definitions 

Related Policies 

A. “Moda Health Reimbursement Policy Overview.”  Moda Health Reimbursement Policy Manual, RPM001. 
B. “Modifier 47 - Anesthesia By Surgeon.” Moda Health Reimbursement Policy Manual, RPM031. 

Resources 

1. CMS. National Correct Coding Initiative Policy Manual. Chapter 2 Anesthesia Services. 
2. American Medical Association.  “Anesthesia Services Codes 00100-01999 FAQs.” CPT Assistant.  April 2008: 3-

4. 
3. NHIC, Corp. Anesthesia Billing Guide. NHIC, Corp. A CMS Intermediary J14 A/B.  April 2013: 18.  
4.  “Anesthesia Fast Facts.” American Society of Anesthesiologists. August 6, 2013. http://www.asahq.org/For-

the-Public-and-Media/Press-Room/Anesthesia-Fast-Facts.aspx . 
5. OHA. “Anesthesia Services.” Oregon Health Authority. OHA Health Systems Division: Medical Assistance 

Programs - Chapter 410, Division 130 Medical-Surgical Services, 410-130-0368 Anesthesia Services. Last 
accessed March 8, 2019.  
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=85446 . 

6. Noridian. “Anesthesia and Pain Management.” November 20, 2018: March 8, 2019. 
https://med.noridianmedicare.com/web/jeb/specialties/anesthesia-pain-management . 

https://www.modahealth.com/-/media/modahealth/shared/Provider/Policies/RPM001-Reimbursement-Policy-Overview.pdf
https://www.modahealth.com/-/media/modahealth/shared/Provider/Policies/RPM047_FacilityRTxServices.pdf
http://www.asahq.org/For-the-Public-and-Media/Press-Room/Anesthesia-Fast-Facts.aspx
http://www.asahq.org/For-the-Public-and-Media/Press-Room/Anesthesia-Fast-Facts.aspx
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=85446
https://med.noridianmedicare.com/web/jeb/specialties/anesthesia-pain-management
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Policy History 

Reminder: The most current version of our reimbursement policies can be found on our provider website. If you 
are using a printed or saved electronic version of this policy, please verify the current information by going to: 
https://www.modahealth.com/medical/policies_reimburse.shtml 

Date Summary of Update 

10/10/2025 Coding Guidelines & Sources section retired; see Resources for information.  
Background Information section retired. Acronyms & Related policies updated.  
Policy History section info added to 9/14/2022 entry. Formatting updates. No policy changes. 

8/14/2024 Formatting updates. No policy changes. 

9/20/2023 Formatting updates. No policy changes. 

9/14/2022 Policy History section added; entries prior to 2022 omitted (in archive storage). 
Idaho added to Scope. Formatting updates. No policy changes. 

8/14/2013 Policy document initially approved by the Reimbursement Administrative Policy Review 
Committee & initial publication. 

1/1/2022 Original Effective Date (with or without formal documentation). Policy based on CMS, OHA, & 
CPT Assistant (AMA) guidelines. 
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